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heeshmci 



&NE DAY, K/NG SHANTANU OF HAST/NAPL/RA, U/HOSE FAVOURITE 
PASTIME mS HUNTING, WAS WALK/NG ALONG THE BANKS OF THE 
RIVER SANS A IN SEARCH OF DEER AND 3/SON • 







































5HANTANU FELL IN LOVE W/TH THE MAIDEN, AT FIRST 5(6HT 






O DIVINE ^ 

maiden! WHOEVER 
you /WAV BE AND 
WHEREVER YOU /WAV 
COME FROM, I WANT 
. TO MARRY YOU. > 


/T o KING I SHALL Y 
WILLINGLY BECOME YCXJR v 
WIFE.BUT ON NO ACOUNT 
MUST YOU ASK WHO I AM 
OR WHY IPO WHAT IPO.* < 



AND YOU MUST 
NEVER SPEAK AN 
UNKIND WORD TO 
ME. THE MOMENT 
YOU VO EITHER 
I SHALL 
LEAVE YOU 
FOREVER. 


» ' 


H 































































5HANTANU MARRIED THE MAIDEN AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY TOGETHER- 



BUT H15 WIFE BEHAVED STRANGELY 
FOR A WOMAN- EACH TIME A 
CHILD WAS BORN TO HER , 

SHE DROWNED IT- 




SHANTANU WAS TROUBLED - 


FT SADDENS ME 70 
SEE EACH CHILD OF 
M/NE KILLED-YET 
I CARE NOT QUESTION 
MV BELOVED W/FE 
LEST t LOSE HER 
ALTOGETHER- 


r 






















































































HOWEVER WHEN THE EIGHTH CHILD mS BORN - 




H It— *y£- 


ALAS ! HOU HAVE BROKEN 
HOUR PROMISE- I AM 
THE SODDESS SANSA-THIS 1 
CHILD SHALL BE CALLED SANGER 1 

AFTERME. Jjt 


yVA 


iA. 



















































































BUT AS WOU HAVE 
BROKEN HOUR 
PROMISE » 

I WILL HAVE TO 
LEAVE VOU NOW. 


. 



AND GODDESS GANGA 
DISAPPEARED • 



ALAS/ / HAVE COST BOTH 
A DIVINE WIFE AND A 
GLORIOUS SOM, 
BECAUSE ! WAS IMPATIENT 
AND WAVERED IN MY FAITH. 



OUT SHANTAN(J DID NOT LET HIS 
PERSONAL SORROW AFFECT HIS 
DUTIES AS A RING. HE CONTINUED 
RULING WISELY AND WELL • 


AND NOBLEST 
OF MEN. 


AND SO THE YEARS PASSED . 


TRULW THE 






















































































THEN ONE DAW AS SHANTANU CAME ONCE AGAIN TO THE BANKS OF 

THE GANGES* HUNTING DEER — 




























































































































































THE BOV mS GAN6EVA S HtS SON y BUT KING SHANTANU V/D NOT 




GANGSVA KNEW WHO SHANTANU M >A 


AMD HE SOODENLV VANISHED 
BEFORE SHANTANU y S VERY GAZE ■ 



AT THAT MOMENT A THOUGHT SUDDENLY 
STRUCK SHANTANU • 






































































































UE CALLED OUT tMPLORttOGLV TO 6AM5A. 


' PLEASE SHOW 
HOURSELF AND THAT 
MARVELLOUS VOUTH. 
ISN’T HE 
MINE ? 






HE IS UNSURPASSED 
IN WISDOM AND 
THE USE OF WEAPONS. 
HE HAS EARNED 
THE TITLE 
^ DEVAVRATA. 




V I 













































































































AND GANGA VANISHED- 


TAKE HIM 
HOME AND 
MAKE HIM 
WO UR HEIR- 
HE (S A 

MI6HTV ARCHER 
AND HAS LEARNT 
ALL THERE IS 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE 

-IES OF A 

KINS. 


SHANTANU TOOK DEVAVRATA AND RETURNED NOME JOVFULLW- 
















































WHEN THEM REACHED HIS PALACE HE SUMMONED ALL HIS KINSMEN , THE 

PAURA\?AS 3 TO HIM. 




5C\J 


J DEVAVRATA SHALL BE 
S&. THE HEfR TO MV / 
THRONE • 






<r 


THE PAURAVAS LOOKING UPON THE GOV LIKE HOUTH, ADMIRED HIM- 



DEVAVRATA SOON EARNED 
THEIR LOVE — 


m 


im 


y IN ALL BRANCHES 

PpSggffl of knowledge, 

' Vg cpfiTfl BOTH WORCDLV 
I .M ' ' ■■ AND SPIRITUAL, 
LLil /A HIS SKILL IS 


UNSURPASSED 


•S 


>* 




••• /9/VD THEIR RESPECT TOO- 


1 



^ HIS STRENGTH 
AND ENERGV ARE 
EXTRAORDINARY 


























































































5HANTANU WAS HAPPY 70 HAVE SUCH A 
WORTH'S SON AND HEIR- BUT STfU HE 
FELT LONELY A77 TIMES* 


AT SUCH MOMENTS,,HE TOOK LONG WALKS 3 ALONE,ALONG THE BANKS OF 
THE YAM UNA. 




ON ONE SUCH WALK 


AH J WHAT A ” 
DIVINE FRAGRANCE J 
WHERE 
IS IT 

L FROM? Aa&M 




























































































JUST THEN HE SAW A BEAUTIFUL 
Gt&L APPROACH/LOG • 





vii 


*7/1*5 SHAMTAHU WAS OVERCOME BV 
A DES/RE TO MARE SATVAVATf HfS 
OWW AMD TARE HER TO HfS PALACE • 




























































HE WENT TO SATYAYATHS FATHER . 


O KING! 


/ r CAN NEVER 
I OBTAIN A 
HU5BAND FOR HER 
i EQUAL TO VOU- 
\ BUT • • • j, 

\ I WISH • • • 


{ WISH TO TAKE 
HOUR DAUGHTER 


FOR 


WIFE 


ww 


I 


*A 


% 





WHAT 15 IT 
THAT HOU 
WISHf . 
NAME IT! 


THAT THE SON 
BORN UNTO MH 
DAUGHTER 
SHALL REIGN 



F VOU CAN 
PROMISE ME THAT, 
SHE IS 
HOURS. 
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SHANTANU WAS V/SMAYED. 



HE RETURNED TO H(S PALACE, HfS 
THOUGHTS FULL OF SATYAVAT!. 




At hast/napur he passed h/s days, lost/n ws long/ngs . ONE vay- 






r FATHER, WHV ARE VOU 
SADf VOU HAVE EVERV- 
THIN6 A KINS CAN 
WANT- PROSPER/TV, 
LOVAL SUBJECTS*. 






/ 










m 




f ^ 























































SHANTANU WAS QUICK TO ANSWER- 




' SUPPOSING VOU ARE N 
SUAIN,WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
TO THE BHARAT DYNAST V? 
(T IS THIS THOUGHT 
vTHAT WORRIES MB - S 



BUT DEVAVRATA WAS TOO INTELLIGENT TO BE TAKEN IN BY THESE WORDS 


/MOST FIND OUT 
WHAT SECRET 
LONGING NAGS 
MY FATHER • - 











































50 HE WENT TO AN OLD M/N/STER WHO WAS DEVOTED 70 H/S FATHER. 




WELL. WHY DOESN’T HE 
MARRY HER? THAT 
SHOULD NOT BE 
VERY 
DIFFICULT. 






-J 



THE M/N/S7ER HEStTATED FOR A 
SECOND-THEN - 

HER FATHER WILL 
GIVE HIS CONSENT 
ONLY IF SHANTANU 
PROMISE'S THAT 
HER SOM WILL BE 
HIS HEIR- 
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v. 




























































DEVAQRATA, ACCOMPAtQtED BY A FEW ELDERLY PAURAVA 
CHfEFS, WENT TO SATYAVATPS FATHER * 


HE ALREADY HAS AN 
HEIR IN YOU* WHAT 


CHANCES WOULD MY 
GRANDSON HAVE 
AGAINST YOU P 


WHAT 15 YOUR OBJECTION 
TO GIVING YOUR DAU6WT- 
. ER TO MY FATHER P 




u 


N, 






UPON HEAR/NG THESE WORDS 
OEMVRATA TOOK AN CATH- 


K < VOW THAT 
THE SON BORN 
OF YOUR DAUGHTER 
SHALL REIGN AS 
"W- THE KINS. 


I \A 




































































BUT THE FISHERMAN 
WAS NOT SATISFIED- 


I HAVE NO DOUBT 
THAT YOU WILL KEEP 
HO UR WORD. BUT WHAT J 


ABOUT THE SONS 
YOU MAV HAVE 2 




iw 



DEUAVRATA D/D HOT INTEND TO 60 
W/THOUT W/NN/N6 SATHAVATt 
FOR H/S FATHER - 


CHIEF OF FISHERMEN, 

( HAVE GIVEN UP MV RIGHT 
TO THE THRONE -1 NOW 
SETTLE THE MATTER OF 
^ CHILDREN. 


L 


t- 



♦ 8ACM6LOR 




AND DEVAVRATA TOOK A TERR/BCE OATH- 




^FROM THIS DAV^ 
I VOW TO REMAIM 
SLA BRAHMACHARIN 










v> 








>r 


















































I GIVE 

MW DAUSHTER 
TO WOUR 
v FATHER. . 


Hearing these words the gods showered flowers on demisrata. 


HE IS 

BHEESHMA 

OF THE 

TERRIBLE OATH! 


r/r/ 


BHEB5HMA ! S 


„ .-..WlJW CjSHEESWMA! 

* V BHEESHMA* ^ 








-<V 






Lx 






\ 
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«Li 3? 


<*, L 


VI 


<£> 





























































BHEESHMA WENT TO SATYAUAT/. 



AT HAST/NAPUR BHEESHMA TOLD 
SHANTANU EUERYTH/N6 • 



' SON,FOR THIS ( GRANT 

you a boon, you will 

DIE ONLY WHEN YOU 
> WISH TO- 


pfj 

\v‘ a 

VI v/V 

c* 

r* v IT 















SHANTANU MARKED SATYAMTf AND HAD TWO SONS-THE ELDER WAS KILLED 
IN BATTLE • WHEN SHANTANU DIED,BHEESHMA SET THE YOUNGER SON , 
WCHITRAWRYA ON THE THRONE AND RULED THE KINGDOM FOR HIM- 





























































OUE DAY BVEESHMA APPROACHED 5 ATYADAT/. 


GO, BHEESHMA, 
WITH MV BLESSINGS 
AND MV GRATITUDE • 
WIN) THEM 
FOR HIM* 


/ THE KIN6 OF KASHI IS HOLDING 
1 A SWAVAMVARA FOR HIS 
i THREE DAUGHTERS • y 

% VICHITRAWRVA HAS COME / 
OF AGE * I WOULD LIKE /d 
<\ TO WIN THEM y/hjt 
1 ' FOR HIM * 


lc7 


K 






» r 


V 






• -- 


■V > 


9HE5SHMA WEMT/M A S/MGLE CHARIOT TO KASHf AMU MOM THE 
PRIMCESSES defeating all the r/isal rings who OPPOSED Him* 


















































HE BROUGHT THE PRINCESSES AMBA a AMBtKA AND 

AMBAURA TO SATYAMTf. 




WHEN THE WEDDING WAS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE a 
AMBA TURNED TO BHEESHMA • 


IN MY HEART l HAD ' 
ALREADY CHOSEN) 
ANOTHER.HE TOO 
HAD ACCEPTED ME • 
l KNOWING THIS 
k\ DO WHAT IS y 
Ifc&V RIGHT. J 



BHEESHMA REELECTED UPON WHAT SHOULD BE 
DONE a THEN DECIDED • 



















































































AMBA WENT BACK TO HER 
CHOSEN LORD,BUT- 


Z' l NO LONGER 
WISH TO MARRY YOU 
AS VOU WERE CARRIED 
„AWAY FOR ANOTHER. 



*0?5 FURfOUS . 


BHEESHMA IS THE 
CAUSE OE ALL 
MV SUFFERING. 

I WILL 

DESTROY HIM. > 


























































































PARASHURAMA ACCOMPANIED BY AMBA AND OTHER ASCETICS WENT 
TO HASTfNAPURA AND BHEE5HMA CAME TO PAY HIM HtS RESPECTS • 


SHE WENT TO PARASHURAMA, THE SAGE WHO HATED 
KSHATR/YAS ,AND TOLD HIM HER TALE . 


r I BESEECH HOUy\ 
O VENERABLE ONE. 

SLAV BHEESH/WA 
. AND AVENGE ME-A 


• l * J. ' 1 v 4 . 








/V 


-■ 


r* 


FT CANNOT 
BREAK MV VOW. 
BESfDES SHE 
WANTED TO 
BE FREE- 

& 


r THEN \ 

IW<LL jg 
HAVE TO 
SLAV M 
VOO. 17^* 






WHAT CAN < a 
FOR VOU, O 
VENERABLE 
flp > SASEf 


VOU MIL 
MARRV 
/VARA. 



















































































BHEESHMA AND PARASHURAMA MET EACH OTHER IN SINGLE-COMBAT 

AND FOUGHT FOR TWENTY-THREE DAYS- 



PARASHURAMA WENT TO AM&A- 



AMBA PERFORMED SEVERE 
PENANCES FOR TWELVE YEARS TO 
W/N THE GRACE OF LORD SHIVA- 



























































YOU 
SHALL 
DO SO 



Tx 


BUT < m A ME RET WOMACO. 
HOW SHALL ( SLAV HIM WHO 
DEFEATED THE AAI6HTY PARAShU 
RAMA p 













































































AM&A MADE A FUNERAL PYPE 9 L(7 {7 AMD c/(J/APED <NTO /75 FLAMES- 



AMD AS SP/VA PPOM/SED SHE WAS REBORN AMD BECAME SH(KHAND(N. 


PEP SISTERS /N TPE MEANINPLLE PAD PAD A SON EACP - DPP(7A - 
RASPTRA AND PANDU, NPOSE SONS WERE 7HE PUNDPED PAUPAMS 

AND FfVE PANDAUAS RESPECTIVELY. 




































































BHEESHMA SUPER WSED THE UPBR/NGtNG OF THESE COUSINS PS 
HE HAD DONE THAT OF THE/R PARENTS. 





BU7 THE KAURAMS D/D NOT HEED H/A 


THE CHftDHOOD ENMfTY 
CONT/NUED (NTO THE/R ADULT i(FE. 


IF THE PANDAVAS 
WANT THEIR SHARE 
OF THE KINGDOM, 
LET THEM FIGHT 


\ 




/'GIVE THEM 
WHAT IS 
THEIRS 
AND AVOID 
TROUBLEJ 














































AND WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN THE KAURAVAS AND THE PANDAUAS - 
THE GREAT /8 -DAY WAR OF THE MAHABHARATA. ON THE F/RST DAY OF 
THE BATTLE THE ELDEST PANDAVA CAME TO BHEESHMA . 



BHEESHMA LOVED BOTH, THE PANDA WAS AND THE KEURApAS, BUT HE 
WAS DUTY-BOUND TO F/GHT ON THE S/DE OF THEKAURAUAS.THEY 
WERE THE SONS OF THE RE/GN/NG K/NG, DHR/TARASH TRA • 



FOR N/NE DAYS BHEESHH7A AND THE KAURAVA ARH7/ES FOUGHT 
RELENTLESSLY A&A/NST THE PANDAYA ARTA/ES . DRUPADA'S SON 
5H/KHAND/N NAS AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS- 













































ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE BATTLE, APJUNA, THE PANDAlTA, SHTELDLNG 
HTMSEtF BEHTND 9HTKHANDIN, ATTACKED BHEESHMA- 


SHTKHANDTA) J 

ONCE A GTRL- j 

T CANNOT A77ACK i 


\ o 


0 


V 


/ 


v 


A 


f 








ffifo.. i 




* 




^ • - 


A*. 










*0^ FORTONA7E 
■jf THAT f HEARD THE 
V STORY OF 
\ GHTKHANDtN CAST 
NTGHT , 



( 


THE TIME DRAWS 
NEAR. T TTTSH TO DTE J 
BCTT NOT AT THE h 
, HANDS OF / 



THEN HE FELT THE ARROWS THAT HAD 
PIERCED HITT) DEEPEST. 















































BOTH ARTA/ES STOPPED FL6HT/NO END CROWDED AROUND 

THE(R BELOVED GRANDS (RE . 




ARJUNA WlMED/ATELY PLACED THREE ARROWS UNDER BHEESHLAA'S READ 


FINE! A PIUOW 
BEFITTING A WARRIOR 
NOW I AM THIRSTY. . 


AT ONCE ARJUNA SHOT AN ARROW (NTO THE EARTH NEAR BHEESHNA 5 5 HEAD- 
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Bheeshma 

In ancient days, when the king was second only to god in power and authority, a young prince, Devavrata, 
declined a grand kingdom. He reinforced his refusal of the throne by a vow of celibacy so that no offspring 
of his could come forth to claim it either. He took this difficult decision to please his father Shantanu, and 
was thereafter hailed by the gods as "Bheeshma" "of the terrible oath". 

It is ironical that Bheeshma, who declined to be a king, wielded royal power longer than any other king of 
that dynasty. He was the regent for his stepbrothers and for his nephews. Yet, all this was not of his 
choosing - he had to rule despite his renunciation until Duryodhana came of age. 

It was perhaps because he had guarded Dhritarashtra's throne all his life that he sided with Duryodhana 
against the Pandava princes in the great Mahabharata war and remained loyal to his king. Bheeshma 
commanded the Kaurava army, and as a soldier and a leader, he was invincible. 
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